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THE  REST  AREA/SCENIC  OVERLOOK 

Fall  Creek  is  located  in  west-central  Illinois  approximately 
12  miles  south  of  Quincy,  in  Adams  County.  It  encom¬ 
passes  223  acres,  including  the  designated  natural  area 
of  Fall  Creek  Gorge.  When  the  Illinois  Natural  Area  Inven¬ 
tory  was  conducted  in  the  late  1970s,  Fall  Creek  was  iden¬ 
tified  as  a  significant  geological  area,  rich  in  natural  her¬ 
itage. 


NATURAL  SCENE 

The  area’s  topography  is  made  up  of  ancient  bluffs  of  the 
Mississippi  River,  deep  shaded  ravines,  and  flood  plains 
with  winding  creeks.  You  will  also  find  outcrops  of  Bur¬ 
lington  limestone,  waterfalls,  steep  hillsides  covered  with 
mature  timber  and  restored  prairie  areas. 

Various  types  of  wildlife  can  be  seen  here  by  the  quiet 
and  cautious  hiker  including  white-tailed  deer,  wild  turkey, 
fox,  coyote,  raccoon,  opossum  and  squirrel,  along  with 
a  multitude  of  birds  and  various  snakes  and  reptiles. 


BRIDGE  HISTORY 

According  to  Fall  Creek  Township  records  for  Sept.  7, 
1858,  “At  a  special  meeting  of  the  commissioners  of  high¬ 
ways,  it  was  ordered  that  .  .  .  $250  be  paid  to  the  town 
supervisor  to  be  appropriated  and  paid  toward  the  building 
of  a  stone  bridge.  ”  Though  no  records  remain  of  when  the 
bridge  was  constructed,  it  is  believed  that  it  was  com¬ 
pleted  between  1858  and  1860. 

The  primary  purpose  of  the  bridge  was  to  save  farmers 
travelling  to  Hannibal,  Missouri,  the  trouble  of  fording  the 
creek  during  high  waters.  The  bridge  continued  in  service 
until  1949  when  the  newer  bridge  was  constructed  200 

yards  to  the  southwest. 

From  1866  until  1980,  the  gorge  area  was  owned  by  Henry 
Seymour  and  his  heirs.  In  1924,  he  installed  picnic  tables 
and  cooking  grills  by  the  old  bridge  and  opened  it  for  pub¬ 
lic  use.  It  was  closed  to  the  public  in  1969  due  to  the  high 
degree  of  vandalism  that  had  been  done  to  the  bridge.  In 
1980,  the  bridge  and  land  was  purchased  and  developed 
by  the  State  of  Illinois  which  restored  the  bridge  and  then 
opened  it  to  the  public  in  July  of  1981. 

The  one-lane  bridge  is  14  feet  wide  and  110  feet  long.  This 
majestic  keystone  arch  span  stands  33  feet,  7  inches 
above  Fall  Creek  gorge.  It  has  the  widest  arch  span  (48 
feet)  of  any  stone  arch  bridge  built  in  Illinois  to  carry  traf¬ 
fic.  Constructed  of  native  natural  stone  over  125  years  ago, 
it  stands  today  as  a  monument  to  mans’  skill  and  ingen¬ 
uity. 


FACILITIES 


Picnicking  —  Scattered  around  the  area  are  20  picnic 
tables,  toilet  facilities,  a  drinking  fountain,  playground 
equipment,  trash  receptacles,  and  plenty  of  parking. 

Observation  Decks  —  There  are  two  observation  decks 
on  the  area.  One  is  in  the  upper  area,  which  overlooks 
the  scenic  Mississippi  River  valley  and  flood  plain.  The 
other  is  located  on  the  trail  that  leads  to  the  lower  falls 
area  and  the  beginning  of  the  gorge. 

Trails  —  A  one-mile  trail  winds  its  way  through  the  gorge 
under  the  old  bridge  span  to  the  upper  falls  area,  through 
a  scenic  wooded  area;  on  to  a  view  of  the  gorge  from  high 
atop  the  old  bridge,  and  finally  returning  the  hiker  back 
to  the  gorge  for  his  return  to  the  starting  point. 

Another  one-mile  trail  starts  near  the  entrance  gate  and 
takes  the  hiker  through  heavily  wooded  slopes  to  an  over¬ 
look  area,  and  then  returning  the  hikers  via  an  abandoned 
road  to  the  parking  lot. 

Caution  —  Children  should  be  closely  supervised  near 
all  cliffs.  Rappelling  and  rock  climbing  are  strictly  prohi¬ 
bited. 

Please  —  Help  keep  this  park  clean  and  beautiful  for  all 
to  enjoy.  Put  all  litter  in  the  nearest  trash  container.  No 
plants,  flowers,  shrubs,  or  trees  may  be  removed  or  dam¬ 
aged.  If  you  need  help  or  have  a  question,  contact  park 
personnel.  All  pets  must  be  on  a  leash.  Ground  fires,  hunt¬ 
ing,  and  camping  are  prohibited. 


FOR  YOUR  INFORMATION 

Groups  of  25  or  more  persons  will  not  be  admitted  to  any 
state  site  unless  permission  from  the  site  manager  has 
been  obtained  to  use  the  facilities.  In  addition,  groups  of 
minors  must  have  adequate  supervision  and  at  least  one 
responsible  adult  must  accompany  each  group  of  15 
minors. 


Numerous  state  sites  are  within  easy  access  of  every  part 
of  Illinois.  Lodges,  cabins,  and  dining  rooms  are  important 
features  of  Illinois  Beach,  Starved  Rock,  Pere  Marquette, 
and  Giant  City;  White  Pines  Forest  and  Cave-In-Rock  have 
cabins  and  dining  rooms  only,  and  Black  Hawk  has  din¬ 
ing  rooms  only.  Reservations  for  lodging  should  be  made 
with  lodge  managers. 


All  state  sites  are  open  year-round,  except  on  Christmas 
Day  and  New  Year’s  Day.  When  weather  conditions  ne¬ 
cessitate  the  closing  of  roads  during  freezing  and  thaw¬ 
ing  periods,  access  to  facilities  is  by  foot  only. 

Fall  Creek  Rest  Area  is  managed  by  Siloam  Springs  State 

Park. 

For  more  details  about  this  site,  contact  Site  Manager, 
Siloam  Springs  State  Park,  R.R.  #1,  Clayton,  IL  62324, 
phone  (217)  894-6205.  For  information  on  other  parks  and 
recreation  areas,  write  the  Illinois  Department  of  Conser¬ 
vation,  Division  of  Land  Management,  524  S.  Second  St., 
Springfield,  IL  62706. 
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